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Welcome to Warnham Parish Council Newsletter 

The parish of Warnham is a thriving community      

incorporating the parish of Warnham as well as   

hamlets and small rural communities of Kingsfold, 

Winterfold, Northlands, Durfold, Station Road, 

Goosegreen and part of Rowhook which are all       

surrounded by open countryside.  

 

 

The Parish council is committed in providing, the 

community, to the best of it’s ability,  an excellent 

service that supports and nurtures it’s surroundings. 

 

 

 

Please do keep an eye on your neighbours by doing regular wel-

fare checks. Especially during periods of uncertain weather ie. 

Heat and stormy weather.  

Parish Council Contact Details 

Email: clerk@warnham.org.uk 

Office number: 07546 087603 



Warnham Parish Council 

Autumn Newsletter—Message from Cllr Pavey 

Dark evenings are upon us so please be seen as you walk, cycle, jog or ride along parish lanes and 

roads. 

Councillors not deterred by rain as they check the parish assets.  

Traffic in our parish is again high on the agenda for the council and we contin-

ue to raise the issue with highways to the speed and volume. 

The survey conducted on Bell Road has shown a small reduction in speed since 

the 20mph reduction and roundels appeared on the road.  Sadly, this reduction 

means no further measures are to be forthcoming from highways.  This has not 

stopped the council from engaging with WSCC as we seek other initiatives to 
tackle this increasing highway problem. 

 

Good news, working together, it would seem at last the lorry access to Field Place is resolved. 

School time is causing a few issues as school traffic streams out of the car parks.  Can we please ask 

all to be considerate to other road users, those that live in homes close to the school, and watch for 
pedestrians crossing Church Street to reach cars and the village shops. 

 

‘We will remember them’ this month as the council join others 

in laying a poppy wreath at the parish war  

memorial.  

 

 

 

 

Attending the Neighbourhood Watch AGM, it was good to meet up with long stand-

ing members of the Watch as well as hear from Sussex Police to the 3.7% reduction in crimes in the 
Horsham area.  The police receiving new recruits making a difference to the community policing team 

and are working across agencies with the transport police and immigration.  Horsham will also have 

a police pod near the Carfax with specific campaigns highlighted for the Christmas period to tackle 

retail crime, and increased night patrols.   

Warnham parish has needed a new Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator for some time, so if you are 

interested in becoming involved, you can find out more at 
www.horshamnhw.org.uk 

The parish faces some contentious issues.  The Horsham Local Plan is 

progressing through inspectorates’ hearings to decide if it is sound.  

Warnham features in this Plan to receive additional housing to the 60 of 

Tilletts Lane.  A major concern must be the real lack of infrastructure to 
support the proposed housing in our parish and the ramifications of 

housing surrounding us. 

 The result of the Plan will mean that the Warnham neighbourhood plan 

requires updating. 

Cllr Asset Walk About 
 

Cllr Pavey attending NHW Meeting  

http://www.horshamnhw.org.uk


Warnham Parish Council 

Autumn Newsletter—Message from Cllr Pavey 

A traveller’s site on what was a wooded area along Marches Road.  Residents have contacted the 

council concerned about this illegal site and the subsequent planning application; the vineyard adja-

cent having recently been sold.   The council has discussed this issue with Rusper council as they 
face similar issues of woodland being removed for camp sites. 

We face a public consultation in the first quarter of 2025 over airspace change. This will go ahead 

with or without a new runway. The council met with the Horsham MP to discuss the fact that Gat-

wick propose only one new departure route directly over our parish as with the trial of 2014 (ADNID).  

The council has agreed to team up with Slinfold and Rusper Parish Council, to demand that Gatwick 

offer alternatives to this new route in the consultation.   

 

Dance shoes at the ready for the St Margaret’s Christmas Dance on 7th December. For tickets contact 

g-read1@sky.com 

 
 

          

   Thank you Cllr Pavey 

 

 

mailto:g-read1@sky.com


Warnham Parish Council 

Autumn Newsletter—Message from Cllr Gurling 

For those among us, not already aware, as we lead up to Christmas I run two charitable col-
lections. 
 
The first is a collection of advent calendars for the children at Chestnut 
Tree House, childrens hospice. Historically I have collected for children 
in the care of the state and the hospice, but unfortunately it has be-
come impossible to find a state run children’s home that will accept the 
calendars, so this year I have decided to donate all of the calendars I 
receive to the hospice.  
 
Chestnut tree house not only treat children with terminal illness, they 
also offer specialist and respite care for children with severe Illness and 
disability. I feel a special pleasure being able to donate calendars for 
the children many of which may not otherwise receive one as their spe-
cial care needs place a strain on family finances.  
 
For this collection I am asking for donations of Christmas advent calendars, the type with 
little chocolates behind the door if possible however not every child can have chocolate so 
other treats or picture calendars are also appreciated. Please donate what you can before 
November 29th so that I can get them to the hospice in time for advent. 
 
My second collection is for the Salvation Army Food Bank. Christmas is always a particular-
ly difficult time when you’re struggling to put food on the table. It’s an unfortunate truth 
that we need food banks and with cost of living still high, they are essential. For this collec-
tion I ask that for 24 days between now and December 14th you place an item of food into a 
box for the food bank. Just as opening an advent calendar gives you a daily treat, this re-
verse version gives a treat of food to someone in need. But please, as you donate food, think 
of including something festive, a Christmas cake, packet of mince pies, or Christmas bis-
cuits. No alcohol though, the food bank will not accept it. Food banks often find they are 
short of certain items, if your not sure what to give take a look at the trussel trust website 
for suggestions. 
 
The first time I did this I included Christmas treats and received a letter via the Foodbank 
from a lady who opened her box of food and found mince pies, she said it touched her so 
deeply she cried, she never thought Christmas would come to her home, that the food would 
be the staples that she needed to live, but with them she found a piece of festive joy. 
 
When you have made your collection please either drop it off at my house or drop me a mes-
sage to arrange collection.  
 
If you are able to make donations please have them ready by the 29th November for the ad-
vent calendars and 14th December for the food bank. 
 

Thank you Cllr Gurling  



What’s going on... 

Let’s Protect Our Hedgehogs! 

As the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness approaches, Warn-

ham’s hedgehogs are hunkering down in their cosy nests. They 
love to nest in our gardens, under hedges, and especially in piles 

of leaves and garden debris – perfect hideaways for hibernation! 

Bonfire Alert! If you’re planning a bonfire, remember that these 

piles are irresistible to hedgehogs looking for shelter. To avoid a 

tragic end, build your bonfire on the day you plan to burn it, or 

move the pile before lighting to ensure no prickly friends are 
snoozing underneath. 

Speed Watch in the community 

Our community Speed Watch team are looking for willing volunteers to help 

monitor the traffic throughout the parish. Please contact the clerk on email if 

you would like to be added to the team. Speed Watch is now branching out to 

Kingsfold. The Kingsfold Residents Association is also looking for volunteers 

to help monitor the traffic. Please do get in touch if you are able to help.  

 

 

If you haven’t already, why not sign up to our newsletter 

Salt Bins 

Over the last year, the parish council has had to replace not one but three 

salt bins throughout the parish. This is an extraordinarily high number. 

There are many factors as to why, old age, damage and even being stolen . 

The cost of replacing these is in the region of £400 each time. If anyone sees 

anything in relation to damage or being stolen, please do let the clerk know 

as soon as possible.   

Photo Credit Helen Robinson 

Garden Safety for Hedgehogs: 

• Always check your bonfire before striking a match! 

• Be extra careful when strimming, mowing, or using garden forks, as hedgehogs can suffer serious 
injuries from garden tools. 

• Why not leave a little wild corner in your garden? Piles of leaves, long vegetation, and brambles cre-

ate a safe haven for hedgehogs to build their winter nests. 

  

Hedgehogs do so much good in our gardens, helping control slugs and other pests. Let’s return the 

favour and make sure they have a safe space to hibernate this autumn!  

http://eepurl.com/dD_hrv


What’s going on... 

Fire and Smoke Alarms  

Does anyone know of someone classed vulnerable? Do they need a new Smoke 

Alarm? Or benefit from having a Safe & Well visit?  West Sussex Fire & Rescue 

have funds to supply new Smoke Alarms. Fire &  Visit https://

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure FAQ’s 

Parking and Access 

Will we lose parking spaces? 

No, there will be no change to parking. There is no traffic regulation order (TRO) being enforced on any of the 

proposed EV bays in West Sussex. We are not reducing or increasing the number of parking spaces, but in-

stead adding the future ability to charge to already established parking areas. 

What happens if you restrict the bays in the future for EVs only? 

If electric vehicles become the dominant type on West Sussex roads, WSCC may consider restricting certain 

bays for EV use only. This will be decided on a case-by-case basis, and any changes would be subject to a full 

public consultation, ensuring that the affected area has an opportunity to provide input. 

Why can’t the chargers go in the nearby car park? 

The funding we receive from the central government comes with strict guidelines. One rule is that car parks 

can only be considered if there isn’t a viable on-street location nearby. Car parks are considered a 'last re-

sort'. While future plans may include EV points in nearby CDC car parks, there are no current plans to do so. 

I want a cross-channel gully installed in the pavement outside my home. 

While cable channels (cross-channel gullies) may be considered in the future, WSCC is awaiting government 

legislative guidance. This guidance will address the legal and safety issues around cable connections for 

home EV chargers. Once published, WSCC will make informed decisions on this. 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/west-sussex-fire-and-rescue-service/


What’s going on... 

 
Funding and Costs 

 

Why aren’t you spending the money on other services? 

The funds used for this programme come from a mix of central government grants and private investment from our 

ChargePoint operator, Connected Kerb. This means no local council funds (WSCC) are being used, and no money is 

being taken from other WSCC services. 

On-street public chargers are expensive. 

While on-street chargers can be more expensive to install than off-road options, Connected Kerb chargers are 

among the cheapest public charging solutions in the UK. They provide an affordable option for residents who do not 

have off-road parking and the ability to charge at home. 

Why is there no planning literature? 

These ChargePoints do not require formal planning permission, which is why no planning literature has been circu-

lated. They fall under permitted development rights, making the installation process quicker and easier. 

 

Futureproofing and Infrastructure 

No one on our street has an EV. Why are you installing here? 

While no one in your immediate area may currently own an EV, the sale of new internal combustion engine (ICE) 

vehicles will be phased out by 2030. Central government funding allows us to provide the infrastructure now, en-

suring that the community is prepared for the future shift toward electric vehicles. 

Environmental Benefits of EV Chargers 

Installing EV chargers is part of a larger effort to reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. By providing 

convenient access to public EV chargers, we encourage more residents to switch to electric vehicles, which produce 

zero tailpipe emissions. This helps improve local air quality, reduce carbon emissions, and contributes to West Sus-

sex’s overall goal of achieving a greener, more sustainable environment. 

Can EV chargers be installed in conservation areas? 

There are no specific restrictions preventing the installation of EV chargers in conservation areas. We take care to 

ensure that installations are sensitive to the character of the area and that the visual impact is minimal. The need 

to install future-proof infrastructure is balanced with preserving the aesthetic integrity of these locations.  

 

Additional Considerations 

W h a t  h a p p e n s  i f  I  w a n t  t o  i n s t a l l  m y  o w n  h o m e  c h a r g e r ? 

Residents who wish to install their own EV chargers at home are encouraged to do so, provided they meet the nec-

essary legal and safety requirements. WSCC recommends consulting with a certified installer to ensure compliance 

with local regulations. 

Are electric vehicle chargers safe to use? 

Yes, electric vehicle chargers are designed with safety as a top priority. The chargers installed by Connected Kerb 

comply with all relevant safety standards and regulations. They are equipped with multiple safety features, includ-

ing protection against electrical faults, weatherproofing for outdoor use, and secure connections to prevent over-

loading. Additionally, all installations are carried out by certified professionals to ensure that both the public and 

the infrastructure are protected. Regular maintenance and inspections will also be conducted to ensure continued 

safe operation. 

 

Continued……. 



                            What else is going ……... 

Have noisy or speeding vehicles been a problem where you live?  

We want to know about the road safety issues that are impacting 
your community.  

You can help us by filling in this survey and telling us what’s hap-
pening on the roads in your local area: https://
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/GPDC57/  

This information will help us build a picture of where we need to 
tackle road safety issues and how we monitor our summer road 
safety intensification, Operation Downsway.  

This year, every weekend between April and September officers from 
teams across the force have taken part in the dedicated operation, 
providing a highly visible and unmarked presence on the road net-
work in Surrey and Sussex, engaging, educating, and taking en-
forcement action where necessary.  

By engaging with road users, we aim to continue to reduce the 
number of collisions and deaths on our roads. #OpDownsway The 
survey will be live for the whole of November. 

Defibrillators 

Did you know that the parish has two defibrillators? If you didn’t, 
you do now. Did you also know the location of them? Well, if you 
didn’t you will now. One is located on the Village Hall wall and the 
other is located just outside the Parish Rooms, at St Margaret's 
Church. The Parish Council holds two free defibrillator training ses-
sions a year. If anyone is interested in joining the waiting list for a 
space, please let our Clerk know.  

The Parish Council are aware of the increasing poor state of our 
roads around the parish. Unfortunately, any highways issues falls 
under the responsibility of WSCC Highways. The Parish Council is 
unable to add any extra pressure to WSCC Highways but we would 
encourage residents to report and keep reporting any highways is-
sues online at : https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/.../make-an-
enquiry-or.../.  Issues that can be reported are, potholes, damaged 
signs, fading road markings, footpath issues such as overgrowth, 
obstructions, street lights out, broken bollards. Please help us 
keep our community safe by reporting any issues. 

https://s-url.co/V7cXAA
https://s-url.co/V7cXAA
https://s-url.co/WLcXAA
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/.../make-an-enquiry-or.../
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/.../make-an-enquiry-or.../


What else is going ……... 

 

Wild About Warnham Noticeboard 

Early booking advised! 

Wild About Warnham is pleased to announce that we have booked the renowned wildlife expert, Mi-

chael Blencowe to give a talk on Friday 31 January 2025. Through his unique combination of natural 

history knowledge, passion and humour (and a few tall tales of his own adventures) Michael is well 

known as one of the most popular and engaging public speakers in Sussex and beyond. Michael’s will 

be talking about ‘100 Days of Wildlife in a Sussex Garden’ 

In March 2020 Michael Blencowe travelled to a place that he had never really explored before – his 

own back garden. Michael documented 100 days of his garden wildlife observations and what he dis-

covered amazed him.  Learn all about garden wildlife - and how you can make your garden wildlife 

friendly! 

The talk will be in the Village Hall at 7.30p.m. Doors open 7.00pm. Tickets £4.00 per person. 

Recent WAW talks have been sell out occasions, so early booking is advised.  To reserve your 

place, please email butterfly0@btinternet.com with your contact details and state how many 

tickets you require. 

Wild Bunch Winter Work Parties 

The next two work parties in the Butterfly Fields take place on Saturday 16 November (from 9.30am 

until 12.30pm) and Tuesday 10 December with Horsham Green Gym from 10am until 1pm. 

Our work will entail cutting back overhanging vegetation to keep clearings and glades open for the 

many sun-loving species that live in the fields.   

Come along and join us for some gentle exercise and a chat in the fresh air.  Cake will be provided! 

Stay for as much time as you can spare. Do as much or as little as you can manage. 

Contact Anne Davies for more information and to let us know if you plan to attend.  Email: annelda-

vies@yahoo.com 

Winter Fair 

Wild About Warnham will be at the Winter Fair on 30 November.  Do come along to say ‘hello’ and 

find out more about what WAW is doing.  Also, we will have some free wildflower plug plants to give 

away! 

 

David Bridges 

Wild About Warnham Coordinator 

mailto:butterfly0@btinternet.com


Ditch Maintenance Throughout the Parish of Warnham  

Managing flood risk 
How we work with our partners to manage flood risk in West Sussex. 

As the Local Lead Flood Authority (LLFA) we oversee local flood risk, including the management of groundwater 
flooding, surface water run off and ordinary watercourses. We work closely with the Environment Agency, district 
and borough councils, water companies, regional flood and coastal committees and internal drainage boards. Find 

out more about their role in managing flood risk on GOV.UK. 

Together with our partners we: 

• commission works to manage flood risk from surface run off or groundwater 

• request information from any person in connection with the authority’s flood and coastal erosion risk manage-

ment functions 

• give consent for any changes to ordinary watercourses 

• record, investigate and publish reports on significant floods in the county 

• record flood assets and identify those responsible for maintaining them 

• designate any features which have a significant impact on flood risk so they cannot be removed or replaced 

without consent develop a Local Flood Risk Management Strategy for managing surface runoff, groundwater and 
ordinary watercourses throughout West Sussex ensure that developments drain in a manner that does not in-

crease flood risk elsewhere, as well as trying to reduce the risk of flooding wherever possible. 

Riparian ownership - your responsibilities 

If you have a watercourse, ditch, stream, river or culvert on or next to your land you are known as a ‘riparian own-
er’. Riparian owners are responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of watercourses on their land to ensure that 
they are not a flood risk to other people or property. Well maintained watercourses can significantly benefit the 

local community by reducing flood risk and creating habitats for wildlife. 

The riparian responsibilities for landowners under law are to: 

• ensure the flow of water is not obstructed or polluted 

• maintain the bottom and sides of the watercourse (including managing any trees and vegetation growing on 

the banks) 

• remove any obstructions, such as rubbish, fallen branches or garden waste 

• maintain any structures (such as trash screens, culverts, weirs and mill gates) on it. 

Find out more about riparian ownership: Ditch the problem flyers (PDF, 1.5MB) Ditch the problem leaflet (PDF, 

2MB) Good practice for watercourse maintenance (PDF, 789KB) Riparian ownership - video 

Riparian ownership - Frequently asked questions (PDF, 740KB) Information about riverside ownership (GOV.UK) 

Flooding, drainage and gullies 

Contact the flooding or land drainage department of your local district or borough council for advice.  

Advice for businesses and householders 

Visit the Environment Agency website to find out if you are at risk from flooding. 

Follow our flooding advice to prepare your property. 

Southern Water has information about what you should and shouldn't put down your drains. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-management-information-for-flood-risk-management-authorities-asset-owners-and-local-authorities#managing-flood-risks-who-is-responsible
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/dealing-with-extreme-weather/flooding/flood-risk-management/local-flood-risk-management-strategy/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/11195/ditch_the_problem_flyers.pdf
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/11191/ditch_the_problem_leaflet.pdf
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/11191/ditch_the_problem_leaflet.pdf
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/1983/good_practice_for_watercourse_maintenance.pdf
https://youtu.be/hRg8Fyxjt2M
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/11194/riparian_owners_faqs.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/maintaining-roads-verges-and-pavements/road-and-roadside/flooding-drainage-and-gullies/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/about-the-council/your-other-local-councils/district-and-borough-councils/
https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/dealing-with-extreme-weather/dealing-with-flooding/flooding-advice/
https://www.southernwater.co.uk/keep-it-clear


Civility & Respect for everyone.  

Let’s all be kind to one another.. 

 



Useful Information Dates of Next Meeting 

The parish council works as a team seeking to 

help all residents.   We very much welcome you 

to attend our meetings or getting in touch via 

the clerk’s email address so that matters can 

be discussed at open meetings.  All meetings 

are in the Parish Rooms, St Margaret’s Church. 

5th November 2024 

Planning & Highways Committee 7.00pm 

Finance Committee Meeting— 7.30pm 

19th November 2024 

Planning & Highways Committee 7.00pm 

Full Council Meeting— 7.45pm 

3rd December 2024 

Planning & Highways Committee 7.00pm 

Finance Committee Meeting— 7.30pm 

17th December 2024 

Planning & Highways Committee 7.00pm 

Full Council Meeting— 7.45pm 

Councillor Vacancies 

With the elections now behind us, Warnham Parish Council finds that we are uncontested, however, 

we are now down to seven councillors. We are treading water. For a council to run we have to be 

quorate which means One third of the total number of councillor allocations. Warnham Parish Coun-

cil has 11 seats to fill in total. We are 4 councillors short. So, now would be a perfect time for anyone 

wishing to stand and serve on council to come forward and be co-opted on. The process is much sim-

pler then election papers. If anyone is interested in picking up this mantle please do speak with a 

current councillor or ex councillor to find out more about the role, or ask the clerk for more infor-

mation.  clerk@warnham.org.uk. 

Useful Numbers 

St Margaret’s Church  07754 481737  Warnham Social Club 01403 211747 

Warnham C of E Primary 01403 265230  Horsham District   01403 215100 

Village Hall   07717 247430  West Sussex CC  01243 777100 

Parish Rooms  07787 543255  Horsham Library  01403 224353 

Allotments   07775 172683     Seniors    01403 267513 

PSCO Chrissie Symmons 07561 789577    

     

District and County Councillors Information— 

WSCC County Councillor 

Christian Mitchell 

Email: christian.mitchell@westsussex.gov.uk  

 

Horsham District Councillors 

Tricia Youtan 

Email: tricia.youtan@horsham.gov.uk 

 

 

Kasia Greenwood 

Email: Kasia.greenwood@horsham.gov.uk 

Office Updates 

As per the recommendations in the JPAG, councils are 

being advised to change their domain names from .org 

to .gov. Inline with this recommendation Warnham 

Parish Council resolved on the 22nd October to make 

the change from .org to .gov. This change will take 

time, but the council will keep the residences informed.  


